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1
METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
ADJUSTING MAXIMUM OUTPUT POWER
LEVEL

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to a network node and a wireless
device and to corresponding methods for adjustment of maxi-
mum output power level of the wireless device based on a
level of criticality in the system.

BACKGROUND

3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE) is the fourth-generation
mobile communication technologies standard developed
within the 3" Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) to
improve the Universal Mobile Telecommunication System
(UMTS) standard to cope with future requirements in terms
of improved services such as higher data rates, improved
efficiency, and lowered costs. The Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access Network (UTRAN) is the radio access network of a
UMTS and Evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN) is the radio access
network of an LTE system. In an E-UTRAN, a User Equip-
ment (UE) is wirelessly connected to a Radio Base Station
(RBS) commonly referred to as a NodeB in UMTS, and as an
evolved NodeB (eNodeB) in LTE. An RBS is a general term
for a radio network node capable of transmitting radio signals
to a UE and receiving signals transmitted by a UE. In UMTS,
a Radio Network Controller (RNC) controls the NodeB, and
is, among other things, in charge of management of radio
resources in cells for which the RNC is responsible. The RNC
is also connected to the Core Network (CN). In LTE, the
eNodeB manages the radio resources in the cells, and is
directly connected to the CN. The eNodeB is also connected
to neighboring eNodeBs via an X2 interface.

In LTE anew UE power class (probably 31 dBm) for public
safety operation is being standardized. Similarly Uplink Mul-
tiple Input Multiple Output (UL MIMO) capabilities in the
UE are also being standardized. These capabilities can be
exploited to improve the data rate and uplink coverage.
Duplex Modes of Operations

A frequency band or an operating frequency band supports
a specific duplex mode of operation. The possible duplex
modes are: frequency division duplex (FDD), time division
duplex (TDD) and half duplex FDD (HD-FDD).

In FDD mode of operation, which is used in UTRAN FDD
and E-UTRAN FDD, the uplink and downlink transmission
take place on different carrier frequency channels. Therefore,
in FDD mode both uplink and downlink transmission can
occur simultaneously in time. On the other hand in TDD
mode, which is used in UTRAN TDD and E-UTRAN TDD,
the uplink and downlink transmission take place on the same
carrier frequency channel but in different time slots or sub-
frames. HD-FDD, which is used in Global System for Mobile
communications (GSM), can be regarded as a hybrid scheme
where the uplink and downlink are transmitted on different
carrier frequencies and are also transmitted on different time
slots. This means that uplink and downlink transmission
don’t occur simultaneously in time.

UE Requirements

The UE has to meet a certain set of requirements, which can
be classified as transmitter requirements and receiver require-
ments. The objective of the requirements is to ensure certain
performance level on the own UE as well as to not degrade the
performance of surrounding UEs or radio nodes such as base
stations (BS). Certain radio related requirements are in par-
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2

ticular required to be met due to regulation in a country or a
region. The requirements are therefore typically pre-defined
in the standard.

Examples of transmitter requirements are output power or
out of band emission requirements. Out of band emission
requirements are more thoroughly described hereinafter.
Examples of receiver requirements are receiver sensitivity,
Adjacent Channel Selectivity (ACS) or blocking require-
ments.

Similar requirements are also specified for radio nodes e.g.
base stations, relays, and repeaters. However the performance
figures for the UE and the radio node are generally different.
Factors Limiting UE Maximum Output Power

The UE maximum output power is limited due to the fol-
lowing major factors:

Radio emissions, e.g. out of band emission and RF expo-

sure

Terminal battery life

Heat dissipation

These concepts are described below:

Radio Emissions

Although a wireless device typically operates in a well
defined portion of a frequency band, emissions outside its
channel bandwidth and also outside its operating frequency
band are unavoidable. These emissions outside the bandwidth
or frequency band are often termed as out of band emissions
or unwanted emissions. The emissions both inside and out-
side the bandwidth and/or frequency band of operation are
also exposed to human body.

These two concepts, i.e. unwanted emissions and RF expo-
sure to human, and their associated signaling aspects are
described below.

Unwanted Emissions

The UEs as well as base stations have to fulfill a specified
set of unwanted emission requirements, which consist of out
of'band (OOB) emissions and spurious emissions. The objec-
tive of OOB emission requirements is to limit the emissions
from the transmitters (UE or BS) on frequencies adjacent to
their respective channel bandwidths due to for example non-
linearity and component imperfections. In fact, all wireless
communication standards, such as GSM, UTRAN, E-UT-
RAN, and Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN), clearly
specify the OOB emission requirements to limit or at least
minimize the unwanted emissions. Spurious emissions
requirements are defined in order to limit the emissions out of
the operating band where the UE or BS is operating due to for
example harmonic emissions and intermodulation products.
The unwanted emission requirements are primarily approved
and set by the national and international regulatory bodies.
The major OOB and spurious emission requirements are typi-
cally specified by the standard bodies and eventually enforced
by the regulators in different countries and regions for both
UE and BS.

The OOB emissions comprise:

Adjacent Channel Leakage Ratio (ACLR)

Spectrum Emission Mask (SEM)

The specific definition and the specified level of OOB and
spurious emissions can vary from one system to another.
Typically these requirements ensure that the emission levels
outside the transmitter channel bandwidth or operating band
remain several tens of dB below the transmitted signal. Emis-
sion levels tend to decay dramatically further away from an
operating band but they are not completely eliminated at least
in the adjacent carrier frequencies.

Concept of Maximum Power Reduction (MPR)

As stated above that the UE and BS have to meet the OOB

and spurious emission requirements irrespective of their
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transmission power level. For the UE the conservation of its
battery power is very critical. This requires that the UE has an
efficient power amplifier (PA). The PA is therefore typically
designed for certain typical operating points or configurations
or set of parameter settings e.g. modulation type, number of
active physical channels such as resource blocks in E-UTRA
or number of Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) chan-
nelization codes code or spreading factor in UTRA. But in
practice the UE may operate using any combination of modu-
lation, and physical channels. Therefore, in some uplink
transmission scenarios the UE power amplifier may not be
able to operate in the linear zone, thereby causing unwanted
emissions due to harmonics or other non-linear characteris-
tics. To ensure that UE fulfills OOB/spurious requirements
for all allowed uplink transmission configurations the UE is
allowed to reduce its maximum uplink transmission power in
some scenarios. This is called MPR or UE power back-off in
some literature. For instance a UE with maximum transmit
power of 24 dBm power class may reduce its maximum
power from 24 dBm to 23 or 22 dBm depending upon the
configuration. It should be noted that the term maximum
transmit power may interchangeably be referred to as maxi-
mum transmission power or maximum output power. All
these terms have the same meaning.

The BS may also have to perform MPR. However, this is
not standardized. Secondly the BS can afford to have a PA
with larger operating range since its efficiency is less critical
compared to that of UE. The MPR values for different con-
figurations are generally well specified in the standard. The
UE uses these values to apply MPR when the conditions for
the corresponding configurations are fulfilled. These MPR
values are regarded as static in a sense that they are indepen-
dent of resource block allocation and other deployment
aspects.

Concept of Additional MPR, A-MPR

InE-UTRA an Additional MPR (A-MPR) for the UE trans-
mitter has also been specified in addition to the normal MPR.
The difference is that the former is not fully static. Instead the
A-MPR can vary between different cells, operating frequency
bands and more specifically between cells deployed in differ-
ent location areas or regions. In particular the A-MPR may be
applied by the UE in order to meet the additional emission
requirements imposed by the regional regulatory organiza-
tion. A-MPR is an optional feature, which is used by the
network when needed depending upon the co-existence sce-
nario.

The A-MPR defines the UE MPR, on top of the normal
MPR, needed to fulfill certain emission requirements by
accounting for factors such as: bandwidth, frequency band or
resource block allocation.

In the following, signaling of regulatory requirements and
A-MPR to the UE is described. The regulatory requirements
may vary from one region to another and from one network to
another. The presence of additional regulatory requirements
is signalled via a cell specific signalling known as network
signalling (NS). Associated with the NS signalling there is a
set of A-MPR values which may depend on for example
resource block allocation, channel bandwidth, frequency
band, or non-cellular systems (e.g. public safety wireless
network).

To meet the regulatory emission requirements the A-MPR
required could vary from one part of the network to another.
This is due to the factors such as the variable bandwidth,
varying number of resource block allocation, and different
bands in different parts of the networks. Even if the deploy-
ment scenario in terms of e.g. bands used, and bandwidth size
is homogeneous in a large coverage area, there will always be
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border regions between these coverage areas. Therefore
A-MPR is a cell specific value.

Due to the above reasons the NS value is signaled to the UE
via system information in a UE specific channel or in a broad-
cast message. This allows the UE to acquire this information
when it camps on to a cell. The acquired NS value which is
associated with a cell is then used by the UE to map to certain
A-MPR and reduce its maximum output power whenever it
transmits in the uplink.

RF Exposure to Human

Another important factor is the human exposure to Radio
Frequency (RF) Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) which are
transmitted by the UE. The most important guidelines on RF
exposure to human are from the International Commission on
Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP, 1998) and from
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE,
1999). The limits in these recommendations are similar and
they have been used as the basis for national standards and
regulations in many countries. The ICNIRP guidelines, which
are the most widely used recommendations, have been
endorsed by the World Health Organization.

These RF exposure guidelines are science-based and the
prescribed limits have been set with substantial safety mar-
gins. They provide protection from all established health
effects from short-term and long-term exposure to RF fields,
and the safety of children and other segments of the popula-
tion have been taken into account.

Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) is introduced to measure
impact on the human body from the exposure of RF EMF
transmitted by the UE. SAR is a measure of the maximum
energy absorbed by a unit of mass of exposed tissue of a
person using a mobile phone, over a given time or more
simply the power absorbed per unit mass. Advised by
ICNIRP, the communication administration departments of
different countries issued the SAR limits. For instance, the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has deter-
mined thatthe SAR limit is 1.6 W/kg for cell phone. The SAR
limit in Europe and in most of countries is 2 W/kg.

Power Reduction to Limit RF Exposure

The UE should comply with the SAR requirements or any
type of requirements for limiting the RF exposure to human
which are specified by the regulator in an individual country,
region, province or state. In order to meet these requirements
the UE may also have to reduce its maximum output power.
Hence the UE maximum output power is limited by the SAR
limit.

Inprior art a generic term called power management is also
interchangeably used for controlling emissions to limit the
SAR. The power management MPR (P-MPR) is the amount
of UE output power reduction needed to meet the RF expo-
sure requirements.

The following describes the signaling of RF Exposure
Requirements to the UE. In prior art one or more parameters
associated with the MPR to be applied by the UE to meet the
SAR or any type of RF exposure requirements are signaled to
the UE. This means the P-MPR may also be signaled to the
UE. This is due to the fact that SAR or RF exposure require-
ments may vary from one region to another. Hence the
amount of the MPR required by the UE to meet the require-
ments may vary from one cell to another.

Terminal Battery Life

If the maximum output of the UE transmitter is high then
the battery life will be affected. Therefore it is desirable that
the UE operates at higher output power only when necessary.
Heat Dissipation

Another important factor in limiting the UE output power
is the impact on the heat dissipation. When the UE operates at
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higher output power the temperature of the components and
circuitry typically increases. The increase in the temperature
may lower the accuracy with which the UE can perform
various physical layer operations e.g. power control, emis-
sion control, and radio measurements. Hence it is not desir-
able that the UE often operates at a higher output power than
necessary.

Public Safety Operation

Public safety wireless communication system relates to the
prevention of and protection from dangerous and hazardous
events, e.g. a natural or man-made disaster such as tsunami,
earthquake, flood, fire, or an act of terror.

The existing Public safety wireless system is typically a
narrowband system, from 6.25 to 25 kHz bandwidth, depend-
ing on the part of the allocated spectrum. However, the use of
awideband or broadband technology for Public Safety is now
getting a lot of interest. In wideband or wide bandwidth
technology larger bandwidth such as 5 MHz or 10 MHz may
be used. The wideband technology will enhance the type and
quality of communication. For example it will allow the pub-
lic safety personnel to send emergency signal and respond to
them in a faster and more efficient way than today. It will also
provide the public with new ways of calling for help and
receiving help, e.g. receiving a video with instructions regard-
ing what to do in the wake of disaster or in an anticipation of
an impending disaster.

Examples of Higher UE Output Power Class

In High Speed Packet Access (HSPA) the most commonly
used UE power class is 24 dBm i.e. UE maximum output
power, also known as nominal maximum output power, is 24
dBm. In LTE as of now the UE power class is 23 dBm.
However there are features which may require UE to support
higher output power class. A few examples are given below.
High UE Power Class for Public Safety

Recently a work item to specify UE requirements for
E-UTRA UE Power Class 1 (+31 dBm maximum output
power or more) has been approved. More specifically this
higher power class is being specified to operate in the Public
Safety broadband (PSBB) deployment in band 14 (700 MHz)
in US. The PSBB will use LTE technology. This means their
maximum output power is well above the normal maximum
output power level used for mobile/cellular communication,
which is e.g. 23 dBm in LTE as described above. The normal
maximum output power herein refers to the level which is
within the SAR limit. As described earlier this SAR limit
ensures protection from health effects due to exposure to RF
fields.

The Unused UE Potential Power in Case of Uplink Multiple
Antenna Transmission

Taking HSPA evolution as an example, the Uplink Trans-
mit Diversity (ULTD) is being specified in 3GPP for HSPA.
FIG. 1a shows the UE structure of Open Loop Beam-Forming
(OLBF). A typical OLBF implementation comprises two
transmit antennas, 15a, 155, using two half PAs, 11a, 115,
(e.g. each of 21 dBm). In such implementation, the Random
Access Channel (RACH) performance may not be guaranteed
in case the beamforming is also used for the RACH transmis-
sion, since no feedback information is available to generate an
accurate RACH beam. Alternatively the use of a single PA
may cause loss in RACH coverage especially when UE is
located in a cell border region. In order to ensure good cov-
erage ofthe RACH access, an alternative implementation was
proposed where one of the two PAs, 11a, 115, could be
full-power PA. The full power PA could for instance be used
for RACH without beamforming to ensure the coverage
equivalent to that of the legacy RACH. The full-power PA can
output up to the maximum allowed output power of the UE
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i.e. the nominal maximum output power (e.g. 24 dBm). This
means the OLBF capable UE with this alternative PA imple-
mentation can output a higher power than the maximum
allowed transmit power when two PAs output the maximum
power at the same time. Hence the UE potential power cannot
be fully utilized due to the limitation of maximum allowed
UE output power. In other words the UE cannot transmit up to
its actual output power capability. In case both PA1, 11 a, and
PA2, 11 b, are full-power amplifiers, 3 dB of the UE total
potential power remains unused. In case PA1 is a full-power
PA and PA2 is a half-power PA, 1.76 dB of the UE total
potential power remains unused.

One example of a UE architecture supporting Closed Loop
Transmit Diversity (CLTD), i.e. baseband processing and
radio frequency (RF) front end, is illustrated in FIG. 15. The
UL MIMO is another potential natural step in case CLTD is
used since there are no major differences in their architec-
tures. In order to ensure legacy RACH coverage, the UE
capable of CLTD and UL MIMO may also employ one or
more full power PA. The UE with such implementation can-
not operate with its full output power capability leading to
power wastage.

Carrier Aggregation

To enhance peak-rates within a technology, multi-carrier or
carrier aggregation solutions are known. For example, it is
possible to use multiple 5 MHz carriers in HSPA to enhance
the peak-rate within the HSPA network. Similarly in LTE for
example multiple 20 MHz carriers can be aggregated in the
uplink and/or in the downlink. Each carrier in multi-carrier or
carrier aggregation system is generally termed as a compo-
nent carrier (CC) or sometimes is also referred to as a cell. In
simple words the CC means an individual carrier in a multi-
carrier system. The term carrier aggregation (CA) is also
called “multi-carrier system”, “multi-cell operation”, “multi-
carrier operation”, “multi-carrier” transmission and/or recep-
tion. This means the CA is used for transmission of signaling
and data in the uplink and downlink directions. One of the
CCs is the primary carrier or anchor carrier and the remaining
ones are called secondary or supplementary carriers. Gener-
ally the primary or anchor CC carries the essential UE specific
signaling. The primary CC exists in both uplink and downlink
direction. The network may assign different primary carriers
to different UEs operating in the same sector or cell.

The CCs belonging to the CA may belong to the same
frequency band, also known as intra-band CA, or to different
frequency bands, inter-band CA, or any combination thereof,
such as e.g. 2 CCs in band A and 1 CC in band B. The
inter-band CA comprising carriers distributed over two bands
is also called dual-band-dual-carrier-High Speed Downlink
Packet Access (HSDPA) in HSPA or inter-band CA in LTE.
Furthermore the CCs in intra-band CA may be adjacent or
non-adjacent in frequency domain, the latter also known as
intra-band non-adjacent CA. A hybrid CA comprising of
intra-band adjacent, intra-band non-adjacent and inter-band
is also possible. Using CA between carriers of different tech-
nologies is also referred to as “multi-Radio Access Technol-
ogy (RAT) carrier aggregation” or “multi-RAT-multi-carrier
system” or simply “inter-RAT carrier aggregation”. For
example, the carriers from WCDMA and LTE may be aggre-
gated. Another example is the aggregation of LTE and
CDMAZ2000 carriers. For the sake of clarity the carrier aggre-
gation within the same technology as described can be
regarded as ‘intra-RAT’ or simply ‘single RAT’ carrier aggre-
gation.

The FDD or HD-FDD capable UE supporting carrier
aggregation requires RF devices like diplexer or quadplexer,
which result in UE maximum output power reduction. The
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power reduction affects loss of uplink coverage even when
such a UE operates in legacy mode, i.e. in single carrier
operation.

RACH Coverage

Physical random access channel (PRACH) is used by the
UE during a random access procedure. In HSPA the PRACH
is used by the UE for accessing the cell during initial access
e.g. in idle mode, during RRC re-establishment, or RRC
connection release with redirection. In LTE the PRACH is
used by the UE for accessing the cell during initial access, e.g.
in idle mode, during RRC re-establishment, or RRC connec-
tion release with redirection, but also during handover when
accessing a neighbor cell.

The UE sends a selected predetermined sequence over
PRACH when it wants to setup a radio connection or perform
a cell change, e.g. in LTE. The network should detect the
PRACH sequence and send a response to the UE to continue
the radio link establishment. In order to reduce the delay in
radio link setup, the time between the UE sending the PRACH
sequence and the network sending the PRACH response is
very short, e.g., less than 2 ms for WCDMA-HSPA. The UE
typically transmits the PRACH with an output power level
which is determined based on an open loop power control
principle. This means that the UE first estimate the uplink
path loss and determine the power to achieve certain target
signal level at the base station. The target signal level or
associated parameters are signaled to the UE by the relevant
network node.

Advanced Receivers

A well known example of an advanced receiver is a Mini-
mum Mean Square Error Interference Rejection Combining
(MMSE-IRC). Examples of more sophisticated advanced
receiver are Mean Square Error-turbo Interference Cancella-
tion, and post-decoding successive interference cancellation
receiver. They are capable of performing nonlinear subtrac-
tive-type interference cancellation. This can be used to further
enhance system performance.

The terms interference mitigation receiver, interference
cancellation receiver, interference rejection receiver, interfer-
ence aware receiver, interference avoidance receiver etc are
interchangeably used but they all belong to a category of an
advanced receiver or an enhanced receiver. All these different
types of advanced receiver improve performance by fully or
partly eliminating the interference arising from at least one
interfering source.

The advanced receiver or an enhanced receiver can be used
in the UE orin a radio network node, e.g. BS. The base station
may use the advanced receiver for receiving different types of
channels including PRACH.

Problems with Existing Solutions

There exist UEs with higher output power class developed
for specific operation and scenarios e.g. for public safety.
That is their nominal maximum output power is higher than
the normal level used for mobile communication. However in
prior art there are no mechanisms or procedures for how to use
such UEs for another set of scenarios, such as for normal
cellular operation, while meeting the normal requirements
i.e. requirements related to cellular operation. Hence such a
higher power class UE has to meet the same level of require-
ments, i.e. suitable for a particular type of network operation,
regardless of the criticality of the network operation. This
may not be optimal from a network operation perspective in
some scenarios and may also prevent mobility between dif-
ferent systems, e.g. between public safety network and nor-
mal mobile communication networks. An operator may e.g.
notallow a UE with higher maximum output power to operate
as a cellular UE.
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On the other hand the uplink coverage in many scenarios is
becoming a severe bottleneck. For example the UE power
back-off is introduced due to losses when signal passes
through RF components like diplexer or quadplexer. These
components are particularly used for multi-band and multi-
carrier transmission and reception, multi-antenna transmis-
sion, and combinations thereof. The UE power back-off in
such implementation is also required when the UE operates in
legacy mode e.g. single band operation or single antenna
operation. This means that a high-end UE, such as a UE
adapted for multi-carrier transmission, may have worse cov-
erage and performance when operating in legacy mode com-
pared to a low-end UE e.g. adapted for single carrier trans-
mission. This can be annoying for the end user and for the
operators. Furthermore in certain critical scenarios and situ-
ations it is important that the UE is able to maintain coverage
and connection with the network.

SUMMARY

It is therefore an object to address at least some of the
problems addressed above, and to allow for maximum output
power adjustment in the above described problem scenarios
to avoid the drawbacks. This object and others are achieved
by the methods, the wireless device and the network node
according to the independent claims, and by the embodiments
according to the dependent claims.

In accordance with a first aspect, a method implemented by
a wireless device in a wireless communication system, for
adjusting a maximum output power level of the wireless
device is provided. The method comprises obtaining an indi-
cation indicating a current level of criticality in the system in
which a network node serving the wireless device is operat-
ing, and adjusting the maximum output power level based on
the current level of criticality indicated by the obtained indi-
cation.

Furthermore, a wireless device configured to be used in a
wireless communication system and to adjust a maximum
output power level of the wireless device is provided. The
wireless device comprises an interface configured to commu-
nicatively couple the wireless device to the wireless commu-
nication system and a processing circuit. The processing cir-
cuit is configured to obtain an indication indicating a current
level of criticality in the system in which a network node
serving the wireless device is operating. The processing cir-
cuit is also configured to adjust the maximum output power
level based on the current level of criticality indicated by the
obtained indication.

In accordance with a second aspect, a method for enabling
an adjustment of a maximum output power level of a wireless
device based on a current level of criticality in the system is
provided. The method is implemented by a network node of a
wireless communication system serving the wireless device.
The method comprises transmitting an indication to the wire-
less device. The indication indicates the current level of criti-
cality in the system, wherein the level of criticality entails the
maximum output power level of the wireless device to be
adjusted.

Furthermore, a network node of a wireless communication
system configured to serve a wireless device and to enable an
adjustment of a maximum output power level of the wireless
device based on a current level of criticality in the system is
provided. The network node comprises an interface config-
ured to communicatively couple the network node to the
wireless device, and a processing circuit configured to trans-
mit an indication to the wireless device via the interface. The
indication indicates the current level of criticality in the sys-
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tem, wherein the level of criticality entails the maximum
output power level of the wireless device to be adjusted.

An advantage of embodiments is that they allow for a better
exploitation of UE output power capabilities, for example for
a UE with UL MIMO or CLTD which has one or more PA
capable of providing higher output power than the nominal
maximum output power.

A further advantage of embodiments is that a higher power
class UE configured mainly for public safety can beused in a
normal cellular network for ordinary wireless services, while
ensuring good performance in critical situations such as
emergency, warning, or disaster situations.

These advantages may in turn allow for improved user
experience when operating at higher output power, improved
utilization efficiency of the communication systems,
improved coverage and connectivity, maintained higher data
rate, and reduced receiver blocking risk for adjacent systems
when operating in non-critical situations.

Other objects, advantages and features of embodiments
will be explained in the following detailed description when
considered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings
and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1a-b are block diagrams schematically illustrating
UE architecture examples.

FIG. 2 is a signaling diagram schematically illustrating an
embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 3a-c¢ are flowcharts schematically illustrating a
method in a wireless device according to embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart schematically illustrating a method in
a network node according to embodiments.

FIGS. 54-b are block diagrams schematically illustrating a
network node and a wireless device according to embodi-
ments.

FIGS. 6a-b are flowcharts schematically illustrating a
method in a wireless device and in a network node respec-
tively according to embodiments.

FIGS. 7a-b are block diagrams schematically illustrating a
wireless device and a network node respectively according to
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Inthe following, different aspects will be described inmore
detail with references to certain embodiments of the invention
and to accompanying drawings. For purposes of explanation
and not limitation, specific details are set forth, such as par-
ticular scenarios and techniques, in order to provide a thor-
ough understanding of the different embodiments. However,
other embodiments that depart from these specific details
may also exist.

Moreover, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
functions and means explained herein below may be imple-
mented using software functioning in conjunction with a
programmed microprocessor or general purpose computer,
and/or using an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC).
It will also be appreciated that while embodiments of the
invention are primarily described in the form of a method and
a node, they may also be embodied in a computer program
product as well as in a system comprising a computer proces-
sor and a memory coupled to the processor, wherein the
memory is encoded with one or more programs that may
perform the functions disclosed herein.

Embodiments are hereinafter mainly described in a non-
limiting general context in relation to an example scenario
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where a UE capable of supporting a higher maximum output
power class, typically a public safety UE, operates in a con-
ventional LTE network and supports different output power
settings depending on the levels of criticality in the network.
However, it should be noted that the embodiments may also
be applied to other types of wireless devices, such as wireless
devices capable of UL MIMO, having a relatively low nomi-
nal maximum output power level although the device’s physi-
cal maximum transmit power level may be higher. Also such
a MIMO capable device may adjust its output power level to
adapt to a level of criticality in the network. A UE is one type
of wireless device, and hereinafter both UE and device will be
used to denominate the wireless device capable of adjusting
its output power based on a level of criticality. It should be
noted that the term UE refers to any type of mobile terminal
comprising e.g. a mobile relay, or a target device.

Although embodiments of the invention are described pri-
marily for UTRAN and E-UTRAN,; they are applicable to any
type of radio access technology such as GSM/GERAN/
EDGE, UTRAN FDD/TDD, E-UTRAN FDD/TDD, and
CDMA2000, and are also applicable to any node which
employs multi-standard radio (MSR). Furthermore some
examples of network nodes which can receive UE output
power capability information, which sends an indication of a
level of criticality, and which can permit the UE to operate at
higher output power are: base station, Node B, eNodeB,
RNC, base station controller, CN node, positioning node,
relay node, donor base station or any donor node which con-
trols the relay node. Embodiments of the invention are also
applicable to various scenarios including enhanced UL
MIMO beyond 2x2 antenna configuration, CA, multi-flow
data transmission and/or reception, Coordinated Multi-Point
(CoMP) or combination of CA, multi-flow/CoMP.

The technology disclosed herein addresses the problem
that wireless devices with higher output power class may not
operate as a cellular device or may not operate in an optimal
way in a cellular network. The solution is to let such devices
adjust their maximum output power level to a current level of
criticality. This is made possible by letting the device obtain
an indication indicating the current level of criticality in the
system in which a network node serving the wireless device is
operating.

As used herein, a level of criticality in a system indicates
the criticality with which a device needs to communicate with
the system, and may relate to the urgency of such communi-
cation. For example, it may not be very critical for the device
to communicate with the system under normal situations, i.e.
the level of criticality is low. However, it may be very critical
for the device to communicate with the system during an
emergency situation, i.e. the level of criticality is high. An
emergency situation may specifically affect the device’s user
or more generally affect multiple users in the system. The
level of criticality may additionally or alternatively relate to
the importance of the communication’s content or simply to
the importance of maintaining the ability to communicate.
For instance, under some circumstances it may be very criti-
cal that the device maintains the current ability to connect and
otherwise communicate with the system. Indeed, even if the
device does not currently need to quickly communicate
important information to the system, the device may need to
do so in the near future.

One or more embodiments herein include a set of pre-
determined rules and/or signaling means enabling a UE
capable of supporting a higher maximum output power class
to operate in a network with different levels of criticality.
Optional embodiments also enable requirements associated
with the criticality level of the network to be met by the UE.
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More specifically, one embodiment herein comprises a
method in a UE capable of operating in at least two wireless
communication system scenarios, which first and second sce-
narios are associated with different levels of criticality.

The method comprises the steps of:

Acquiring an indication, which indication enables the UE
to determine whether it is operating in first or in second
scenario or to determine the criticality level of the net-
work operation scenario. The indication is based on a
pre-defined rule or on information received from a net-
work node.

Adjusting its maximum output power according to the
determined first or second scenario or the criticality level
of the network operation scenario.

Optionally also meeting pre-defined requirements depend-
ing upon the determined first or second scenario or the
criticality level of the network operation scenario.

The method in the UE capable of supporting a higher

maximum output power may further comprise the steps of:

Signaling its capability to a network node, indicating that it
is capable of adjusting its maximum output power and
meeting pre-defined requirements depending upon the
criticality level associated with the network operation
scenario. The capability may be sent proactively or
based on received request from the network node.

Embodiments also comprise a method in a network node,

the method comprising the steps of:

Receiving the UE capability information that the UE is
capable of adjusting its output power and meeting
requirements depending upon the criticality level of the
network operation scenario.

Sending an indicator indicating criticality level of the net-
work operation scenario, or indicating whether the net-
work node operates in first or in second scenario thereby
assisting the UE to operate according to said indicated
scenario.

The method in the network node may further comprise the
steps of:

Performing one or more radio operation tasks depending
upon the received UE capability and/or UE operation
according to the criticality of the scenario. The tasks
may comprise admission control, cell change, and/or a
selection of radio network operational parameter.

Signaling or forwarding received UE capability informa-
tion and/or information associated with radio operation
tasks to another network node. The other network node
may use this for one or more radio network management
tasks, such as network planning, network dimensioning,
radio resource management, and/or configuration of one
or more mobility parameters.

Embodiments of the present invention are described in

more details in the following sections:

1. Method in a UE of determining criticality level of the
network operation scenario and adjusting its operation

2. Method in a UE of signaling its capability to the network
node

3. Method in a network node of performing radio operation
tasks based on received UE capability or UE operation

4. Method in a network node of forwarding the UE received
capability information or information related to radio
operation tasks to another node

5. Method in another network node of using the received
information for network management task
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The embodiments will be described with reference to the
signaling diagram in FIG. 2.

1. Method in UE of Determining Criticality Level of Network
Operation Scenario and Adjusting its Operation

According to this embodiment, as one step the UE, 200,
acquires or obtains an indication and uses this indication to
determine the criticality level for the scenario of the system in
which the serving node is operating. Based on the criticality
level of the scenario, the UE adjusts, in 202, its maximum
output power to a level which is associated with the current
scenario. In addition the UE may meet the requirements asso-
ciated with the current scenario. In S3, the UE transmits a
signal to the network node at a transmit power equal to or
below the adjusted maximum output power level.

In the following sections, first the mechanisms to deter-
mine the criticality level of an operation scenario are
described. A few examples of scenarios where a UE may have
to adjust its maximum output power are also described. In
some scenarios, the UE may for example extend its output
power or operate at a higher output power level while also
disregarding the P-MPR or any power reduction required to
meet RF exposure requirements, depending on the criticality
level of the scenarios.

Mechanism to Acquire Indication Related to Operational
Scenario

The indication can be acquired or obtained by the UE by
different means. The different means may also depend on a
particular scenario. The indication may be expressed in terms
of'a pre-defined identifier mapping to a scenario. Examples of
identifiers mapping to scenarios is 0 and 1 mapping to public
safety network and mobile communication network respec-
tively. The indication may also be expressed in multi-levels,
each multi-level corresponding to different criticality levels
or states. Assuming e.g. fourlevels (1, 2, 3, and 4), level 1 may
be pre-defined as the most critical scenario or communication
system, and level 4 may be pre-defined as the least critical.

The indication may be received by an explicit mechanism
(embodiment A) or an implicit mechanism (embodiment B).
A. Examples of Explicit Mechanisms

In an explicit mechanism the UE is explicitly informed
about the criticality level of the scenario as explained in the
examples below.

Al. Explicit network signaling (illustrated in FIG. 2): This is
the most reliable mechanism in that an indication or associ-
ated information is sent to the UE by the network node. In one
example the serving radio network node sends it via RRC or
MAC signaling. The information may be sent to the UE via
UE specific signaling or via a broadcast channel. For example
the serving network node can signal to the UE that the serving
network node is operating in a public safety network. The
indication may be sent by the network node proactively, or in
response to a request from the UE. One example embodiment
is illustrated in the signaling diagram of FIG. 2, where the UE
200 requests an indication of the current level of criticality
from the network node 220 in S1, and the network node 220
replies with an indication in S2. For example, the UE may
inform the network that it has to operate at higher output
power in order to reach the network due to emergency or due
to a coverage loss. The UE may also indicate the amount of
additional power required above the nominal value to main-
tain the coverage or the emergency call. Upon receiving the
UE indication indicating the amount of additional power, the
network decides whether to extend the maximum output
power of the UE or not and informs the UE accordingly. The
network may also indicate the amount of power by which the
UE maximum output power may be increased. The UE may
also indicate to the network whether the coverage improves,
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whether the emergency call is terminated, or whether the
network becomes easily reachable. In response the network
may re-configure the UE maximum output power to its nomi-
nal value or to a value below the nominal value (e.g. when in
small cell). Yet in another example the network itself autono-
mously detects that the UE maximum output power should be
extended in order to retain the coverage or to ensure that the
emergency call can be served. The autonomous detection can
be based on the UE reported measurements such as power
headroom or UE mean output power and/or the uplink
received quality of the signals transmitted by the UE. The
network can also identify the criticality level associated with
the call i.e. whether it is a normal call or an emergency call or
if there is a warning situation. Based on the autonomous
detection and the criticality level of the situation the network
may decide to extend the UE maximum output power. In that
case the network via explicit signaling permits the UE to
extend its maximum output power and to meet the corre-
sponding pre-defined requirements. The network may also
indicate the amount of power by which the UE maximum
output power may be increased. Upon detecting the improve-
ment in the coverage or upon the completion of the emer-
gency call or critical state, the network re-configures the UE
maximum power to its nominal value or to a value below the
nominal value (e.g. when in small cell). The UE may also
disregard the P-MPR or avoid any power reduction required
to meet RF exposure requirements. The network may also
explicitly indicate this to the UE i.e. that it can disregard the
fulfillment of the P-MPR or similar requirement.

A2. Subscriber controlled indication: Another example of
explicit mechanism is a subscriber indicating this to the UE
e.g. by entering data or pressing specific key or combination
of'keys that the UE should operate in mobile communication
mode. In one embodiment the subscriber may even be
requested on the screen of the UE, e.g. triggered by an appli-
cation program, to indicate whether the UE should be allowed
to operate at higher power level or not. The UE may notify the
subscriber that the UE cannot serve or guarantee the
expected/requested data rate or cannot serve the emergency
call unless the UE power is allowed to be exceeded above its
nominal maximum output power value. The UE may also
disregard the P-MPR or avoid any power reduction required
to meet RF exposure requirements. The UE screen may also
display the cause of extending the maximum output power
e.g. type of scenario, emergency call or loss of coverage or
warning. Alternatively the embedded software or the appli-
cation program may prompt the subscriber or the end user to
adjust the UE maximum output power to a higher value. Upon
positive response from the subscriber, e.g. by selecting or
pressing “YES’ or by pressing a specific or designated key or
button on the UE, the UE may start operating at the higher
output power and meet the associated requirements. Mean-
while, after the session is over the maximum output power of
a UE may be restored automatically by the UE and meet the
previous requirements, i.e. related to normal operation or a
normal criticality level. Alternatively, the prompt message
may be generated to let the end user decide whether the UE
should restore its maximum output power or not. Upon per-
mission from the subscriber or based on the explicit request
from the subscriber that the UE is allowed to increase its
maximum output power, the UE may also report or indicate to
the network node that its current maximum output power is
higher than its nominal maximum output power. For example
the UE may report this to the RNC, Node B, eNode B, or base
station. The indication to the network node may also contain
additional information related to the maximum output power.
This additional information may for be used by the network to
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correctly interpret the relevant UE measurements such as
power headroom (PH), which is typically used for the radio
resource management (e.g. scheduling, resource allocation).
The UE may also notify the network when its maximum
output power is restored to the nominal level.
B. Examples of Implicit Mechanisms

In an implicit mechanism the UE indirectly determines the
criticality level of the scenario in which the serving network
node is operating. This may be triggered by different mecha-
nisms described under B1 to B6 below.
B1. UE emission control parameter: The emission control
parameter signaled to the UE indicates the value associated
with any emission requirement which the UE is supposed to
meet when transmitting signals in the uplink. The examples
of emission requirements are out of band emissions or more
specifically ‘additional spurious emission’, or RF exposure
requirements. Typically each emission control parameter
may be associated with each emission requirement. Hence
more than one emission control parameters for the same
second node may be signaled to the UE. Examples of emis-
sion control parameters are the NS parameter and a parameter
for managing or controlling RF exposure, which are signaled
to the UE. The NS value is used by the UE to apply certain
A-MPR, i.e. an MPR, to meet additional emission require-
ments, as already described previously. The network may
signal different emission control parameter values depending
upon the criticality level of the network scenario. For example
A-MPR may be 0 dB for public safety operation but 10 dB for
normal mobile communication. Hence if received NS value
corresponds to A-MPR of 10 dB, the UE may assume that it is
operating under normal mobile communication; accordingly
it may meet the corresponding requirements for mobile com-
munication. The NS parameter signaled to the UE may thus
be viewed as an implicit indication of the current level of
criticality.
B2. Depending upon geographical location: Certain loca-
tion’s or geographical region’s frequency bands, or certain
carriers, or part of a spectrum within a frequency band may be
pre-determined to be used with higher level of criticality e.g.
for public safety. However outside a certain region the same
carriers or part of spectrum may be used for normal mobile
communication services. Such information may thus implic-
itly indicate a certain level of criticality.
B3. Carrier frequency of operation: Certain carriers or part of
spectrum may be pre-defined to be used for a certain scenario
regardless of the location.
B4. Time of the day: It may be pre-defined that during certain
days or even during certain part of the day the criticality level
of'the network changes. The actual criticality level applicable
during the time may also be pre-defined. This may also be
combined with location information. For example high level
dignitaries may be gathered for a conference during certain
time of each day for up to few days. In such scenario the
criticality level of certain network may be increased to ensure
security and safety.
BS5. Indicator or a message associated with an emergency or
critical situation: The UE may acquire warning information
related to an emergency situation such as a fire, a tsunami, or
a situation associated with any man made or natural disaster.
The UE may use this information to determine that it is
operating in a critical scenario, i.e. as an indication of a
current level of criticality. In response the UE may adjust its
maximum output power level and meet or operate according
to the requirements corresponding to the determined critical-
ity level. For example the requirements to be met may corre-
spond to the adjusted maximum output power, which in turn
depends upon the criticality level of the emergency. The UE
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may also inform the network that it is using a higher maxi-
mum output power and is meeting the corresponding require-
ments.
B6. Pre-defined rules: In this embodiment, a pre-defined rule
is the indicator of the level of criticality. According to the
pre-defined rule principle the UE may under certain critical
scenarios autonomously increase its maximum output power
or operate using higher than usual output power, e.g. 31 dBm
for PS capable UE or 26 dBm for UL MIMO capable UE, and
meet the corresponding requirements. In remaining scenarios
the UE may operate using normal output power, e.g. 23 dBm,
and meet the corresponding requirements. Examples of criti-
cal operation scenarios are described in the next section. The
amount by which it is allowed to increase its maximum output
power under critical circumstances may also be pre-defined in
the standard, e.g. 3 dB. Optionally the UE may also inform the
network that it has increased its maximum output power over
a certain time citing also the reason for extending the maxi-
mum output power e.g. due to emergency calls or due to
loosing coverage. Conformance tests can be defined to make
sure that the UE only extends its maximum output power in
pre-determined scenarios e.g. under emergency situation.
The UE may also indicate to the network that it has adjusted
its maximum output power in accordance with the determined
criticality of the scenario. It may also indicate that it is meet-
ing requirements according to the current network operating
scenario. The UE may particularly inform the network in case
it determines the criticality level of the scenario by implicit
means.
A+B. Combination of Explicit and Implicit Mechanism

According to this embodiment any of the methods
described in sections/embodiments A and B may be com-
bined by the UE to determine the criticality of the scenario
and consequently decide whether the UE is allowed to extend
its maximum output power or not. For example the pre-
defined rules may define two scenarios under which the UE
may potentially extend the coverage e.g. emergency call (sce-
nario-ID #0) and when UE looses coverage but cannot con-
nect to the network over certain time period (scenario-1D #1).
In one embodiment the UE may autonomously detected the
scenario and increase its maximum power. In another
embodiment the network may permit the UE to extend its
maximum power only in emergency situation by pre-config-
uring the UE with the identifier (scenario-ID#0) i.e. ID
#0=PERMITTED, ID #1=NOT PERMITTED. The network
may re-configure the UE depending upon the situation. For
example, when coverage is sparse or when the network is
partly disrupted the network may activate both scenario-ID#0
and scenario-1D#1.
Scenarios for Adjusting UE Maximum Output Power

A few example scenarios where the UE may adjust its
maximum output power and meet the requirements associ-
ated with the scenario are described hereinafter.
a. Public safety capable UE operation for mobile communi-
cation: In one example consider a UE thatis capable of higher
output power class, e.g. 31 dBm. In prior art it only operates
in one network operation scenario, i.e. a first wireless com-
munication system such as a public safety network. This UE
now camps on to a second wireless communication system,
i.e. a mobile or cellular communication system. The first
system or first operation scenario is associated with or have a
higher criticality level compared to that of the second system
or second operation scenario. The UE determines the critical-
ity level of the second system or second operation scenario by
acquiring or obtaining an indication. The methods of deter-
mining the criticality level are described above. For example
the UE may receive an indicator by reading the broadcast
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channel of the network node on which it is currently camping.
The UE then adjusts its maximum output power associated
with the second system or second operation scenario. Since
the second system or operation scenario has a lower criticality
level, the UE may lower its maximum output power com-
pared to its capability, e.g. down to 23 dBm. In addition to
adjusting its maximum output power, the UE may also meet
one or more requirements which are associated with the sec-
ond system or second scenario, such as radio emission
requirements. The UE may lower its maximum output power
and meet requirements associated with the determined sys-
tem or scenario either based on a pre-defined rule or based on
an explicit request from the network node. For example in the
former case an association between UE maximum output
power/requirements and level of criticality of the operation
scenario or of a communication system may be pre-defined.
In the latter case the network may explicitly indicate to the UE
which of the pre-defined requirements that are to be met by
the UE. Examples of pre-defined requirements are radio
requirements such as ACLR, additional spurious emission,
UE maximum output power (MOP) tolerance etc. For
example when operating in the first scenario, i.e. the public
safety network, the UE may have to meet ACLR=40 dB. On
the other hand when operating in the second scenario, i.e. the
mobile communication network, the UE may have to meet
ACLR=30 dB. In another example when operating in the first
scenario the UE may have to meet MOP tolerance of +1/-4
dB. On the other hand when operating in the second scenario
the UE may have to meet MOP tolerance of +2 dB.

b. Emergency calls: According to this embodiment during an
emergency call the UE which bears additional maximum
output power capability, such as an UL MIMO capable UE,
may be allowed to operate at a maximum output power above
its nominal value. The UE may also disregard the P-MPR or
avoid any power reduction required to meet RF exposure
requirements. This may be based on a pre-defined rule, or the
network may explicitly indicate that in emergency situation
or in certain emergency situation, such as an emergency level
3 oraboveinscale of 0 to 5, it extends its power and disregards
the fulfillment of the P-MPR or similar requirement. This is
because the emergency situation may be considered to be an
operation scenario of a very high criticality level. The indi-
cation about this scenario may be acquired by the UE by
various means. For example the emergency call may be ini-
tiated by the subscriber, or by another subscriber, or by the
network, such as a warning of an impending disaster. The
emergency call is typically initiated when the subscriber
safety is under threat. In this operation scenario the ultimate
objective is to prioritize the emergency calls over all the
existing operations and ongoing services in the UE. This
approach will ensure that any emergency or related call from
the subscriber is furnished immediately while ensuring good
quality of service.

c. Upon loosing coverage. The uplink coverage which is the
major limiting factor may be poor due to various factors e.g.
network is not fully operational, large cells with sparsely
deployed base stations especially where population density is
low. Some of these scenarios are further described hereinaf-
ter.

Partial network disruption: According to this embodiment
the UE which bears additional maximum output power
capability, e.g. an UL MIMO capable UE, may be
allowed to operate at an output power above its nominal
value in case the network is partly disrupted. The dis-
ruption may occur to the natural or man made disaster
such as a tsunami, an earthquake, a fire, or a power
failure. Under such disastrous or catastrophic situation
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some of the network sites may become partly or fully
disrupted. The network may also be partly disrupted, i.e.
some of the base stations are turned off, due to other
reasons such as power saving, or network planning. It
should be noted that the uplink coverage is the major
bottleneck in most systems. This means that the UEs
which are out of range for the operational base stations
cannot be served or adequately served by the base sta-
tions which have poor coverage. However, in such cir-
cumstances it is important that the UEs are able to main-
tain connection with the network especially so that they
can receive the relevant information. Therefore in such
scenarios, the UE may be allowed to operate at higher
output power beyond its nominal maximum output
power value. This will ensure that the UE is able to retain
the connection with the network even though the net-
work is unable to fully operate due to the disaster.

Low base station deployment density: In some countries,

such as in Australia, Canada and Russia, the radio net-
work node, e.g. Node B, eNode B, base station, or relay,
deployment density is low due to low population density,
sparsely located towns and vast territories. In other
countries, there are also bad coverage areas due to low
revenue in a low density area. In these deployment sce-
narios the uplink can be a severe bottleneck. Therefore,
embodiments of the invention also exploit the fact that
the UE which bear an additional maximum output power
capability may operate at higher power than their nomi-
nal maximum output power in such operation scenarios.

PRACH coverage limitation: Some advanced receivers

such as Successive Interference Cancellation and Turbo
interference cancellation can have remarkable perfor-
mance gain by multiple loop signal processing but intro-
duce considerable processing delay. PRACH channel is
used for the random access at the start of the radio
connection setup or at cell change e.g. at handover. In
practice, the network node, e.g. the base station, should
send a response, i.e. a random access (RA) response, for
the detected PRACH sequence received from the UE
according to the specified or pre-defined or configurable
tight timing between PRACH reception and RA
response. The processing delay limit for the data recep-
tion, i.e. normal data on shared or dedicated channel, is
much looser compared to the PRACH processing. For
instance, in WCDMA/HSPA the HARQ round trip time
for HSDPA/HSUPA with 2 ms transmission time inter-
val is 16 ms while the RACH response should be sent
less than 2 ms after the PRACH is received. Hence the
process delay for PRACH should be smaller than the
process delay for the data part. This means less or very
low delay or time for processing loop for interference
cancellation is available for the processing of the
received PRACH at the base station. According to this
embodiment, when sending PRACH and when an
advanced receiver is used in the network for receiving
the said PRACH, the UE is allowed to operate according
to its higher output power class capability for sending
the said PRACH. A higher output power transmission
will reduce the processing time of the advanced receiver
used at the base station. This configuration or enabler
can be broadcasted or signaled on a UE specific channel
by the network to the UE or the rule can be predefined. It
may also be pre-defined that the UE is allowed to extend
its power provided a certain type of advanced receiver is
used in the network node for receiving PRACH. For
example the network may signal to the UE the type of
receiver used explicitly, or may implicitly indicate

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

whether it should or is allowed to extend its power
beyond the normal limit when sending the PRACH. The
specific scenarios under which UE may extend its
PRACH transmit power may also be pre-defined or indi-
cated to the UE. For example the UE may be allowed to
extend its PRACH power only when doing initial access.
In another example UE may be allowed to do so when
accessing the cell at the time of handover. In yet another
example the UE may be allowed to do so when one or
more other conditions mentioned in previous sections
are met, e.g. when there is an emergency situation, or
when there is partial disruption of the network. Further-
more this may be allowed for certain UE categories or
UE capability or UE types in terms of power capability.
For example it may be allowed, e.g. by signaling means
or by a pre-defined rule, that an UL MIMO capable UE
supporting a higher power class is allowed to extend its
power beyond the normal maximum output power when
sending RACH. The difference between the maximum
power limit of the data transmission and PRACH trans-
mission can be in relation to the estimated processing
gain difference of the said advanced receivers so that the
PRACH can have similar to or better coverage than the
data transmission.

2. Method in UE of Signaling its Capability Operating

According to Criticality of Scenario

All UEs which support higher output power, such as public
safety capable UEs, may not be capable of operating in net-
works or in scenarios with different levels of criticality. This
means that the network is not aware of which UEs bear such
capability. On the other hand there may be a UE which can
operate by adjusting its maximum power and according to a
set of requirements corresponding to the level of criticality of
scenario.

Therefore according to this embodiment the UE which
supports such capability may inform the network node that it
is capable of adjusting its maximum output power and meet-
ing pre-defined requirements depending upon a criticality
level associated with a network operation scenario. The
acquired capability information may be used by the network
fortaking one or more actions, e.g. decisions related to admis-
sion control, or cell change, as described below. Typically the
UE may report this capability to the serving network node,
e.g.an RNC in HSPA or an eNode B in LTE. However it may
also report the capability to other nodes such as a CN node, or
positioning node.

The reported capability may contain additional informa-
tion. For instance the additional information may comprise of
frequency band indicators, RATs, and a bandwidth for which
the UE supports this capability. The information may also
indicate whether UE can determine the level of criticality of
an operation scenario by implicit means (embodiment B
above), by explicit means (embodiment A above) or by com-
bination thereof.

The UE may send the capability information to the network
node in any of the following manners:

Proactive reporting without receiving an explicit request

from the network node.

Reporting upon receiving any explicit request from the
network node. The explicit request can be sent by the
network at any time. For example the request for the
capability reporting can be sent during initial setup or
after handover.

In case of proactive reporting the UE may report its capa-

bility during one or more of the following occasions:

During initial setup or call setup e.g. when establishing the
RRC connection.
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During cell change e.g. handover, primary carrier change
in multi-carrier operation, PCell change in multi-carrier
operation, RRC re-establishment, RRC connection
release with re-direction.

3. Method in a Network Node of Performing Radio Operation
Tasks Based on Received UE Capability or UE Operation

The network node may perform one or more radio opera-
tion tasks or RRM actions depending upon UE capability or
UE operation. Examples of radio operation tasks are admis-
sion control, cell change, load balancing, and selection of
network receiver type. The actual action or task may depend
upon the criticality level of a scenario and/or a type of net-
work, i.e. cellular or public safety network. It may also
depend upon the number of UEs with higher output power
intended to be served by a network node or in a network or in
a certain geographical area.

For example a network node operating in a scenario with
lower level of criticality may admit only a certain number of
UEs that are required to transmit with a higher maximum
output power. Therefore the serving node may perform an
admission control, which takes into account the urgency or
criticality of the situation experienced by the UE. It may only
permit those UEs with higher output power whose situation is
more critical, such as those located further away without
adequate coverage or which are in an emergency situation.

In another example of operation tasks, the network node
may use a more advanced receiver for signal reception if a
number of UEs operating with higher output power exceeds a
threshold. Examples of more advanced receivers are interfer-
ence cancellation receivers, and interference rejection com-
bining receiver. This is to ensure that the network can handle
reception of signal when more users operating with higher
power are in use.

In yet another example the network may perform cell
change depending upon a criticality level of the network
operation scenario and/or depending on a number of users
with higher output power. For example if the network node,
e.g. the serving eNodeB, cannot handle all the users, then it
may trigger a cell change such as a handover, a primary cell
change, a primary CC change, or an RRC connection release
with redirection.

4. Method ina Network Node of Forwarding the UE Received
Capability Information or Information Related to Radio
Operation Tasks to Another Node

According to this embodiment the network node, e.g. the
serving network node, forwards the received UE capability
information, i.e. the information on the capability to operate
in a scenario or a network with a different level of criticality,
to another network node. In addition, the network node may
also inform another network node about one or more radio
operation tasks performed by the network node as described
in previous section 3. The network node may also indicate the
number of UEs operating with higher output power over
certain band/carriers/RATs, in a particular criticality level of
scenario. For example it may indicate that on the average K
number of higher power class UEs per day operate in mobile
communication network for normal operation.

For example in HSPA the serving node, e.g. RNC, may
signal this information to another node, e.g. NodeB, over the
Iub interface. In HSPA the RNC can also signal the above
indicated UE capability and other information to another
RNC over the lur interface. Similarly, in LTE the first network
node, e.g. serving eNodeB, may send the above information
to a neighboring eNodeB over the X2 interface. The receiving
eNodeB may use this information during or after a cell change
such as a handover, a primary cell change, or a primary carrier
change. The network node may also signal the above men-
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tioned information to other type of nodes such as positioning
node, e.g. to Enhanced Serving Mobile Location Center
(E-SMLC) in LTE, Minimizing Drive Test (MDT) node, Self
Organizing Network (SON) nodes, Operation and Mainte-
nance node, Operation Support System (OSS) node, or net-
work monitoring node. The above sets of information may be
sent to the other node mentioned above proactively or in
response to an explicit request from the target node.

5. Method in Another Network Node of Using the Received
Information for Network Management Task

The acquired information related to the UE capability,
performed radio operation tasks or RRM actions and statistics
of utilization of users in different scenarios may be used by
another node for one or more network management tasks.
Examples of network management tasks are network/cell
planning, configuration of network parameters, network
dimensioning such as a deployment of a number of nodes in
a region, bandwidth allocation in different radio network
nodes, and upgrading of network to accommodate a number
of users using higher output power in different levels of
scenarios.

Methods and Apparatus According to the Above Embodi-
ments

FIG. 3a is a flow chart schematically illustrating a method
for adjusting a maximum output power level of a wireless
device such as a UE according to one embodiment. The
method is implemented by the wireless device in a wireless
communication system, and comprises:

310: Obtaining an indication indicating a current level of
criticality in the system in which a network node serving
the wireless device is operating.

320: Adjusting the maximum output power level based on
the current level of criticality indicated by the obtained
indication

FIG. 3b is a flow chart schematically illustrating the
method according to another embodiment. The method com-
prises in addition to step 310 and 320 described above:

330: The optional step of selecting at least one radio
requirement depending on the current level of criticality
indicated by the obtained indication. One example of a
radio requirement is a requirement on radio emission
that the wireless device must fulfill in a certain operation
scenario, as described previously.

340: Transmitting a signal to the network node serving the
wireless device at a transmit power equal to or below the
adjusted maximum output power level. If step 330 is
performed, the signal is transmitted at a transmit power
such that the selected at least one radio requirement is
met.

FIG. 3¢ is a flow chart schematically illustrating the
method according to still another embodiment. The method
comprises the following:

300: Transmitting a capability indicating that the wireless
device is capable of adjusting the maximum output
power level based on level of criticality in the system.
The capability is transmitted to the network node serv-
ing the wireless device.

Obtaining, 310, the indication indicating the current level

of criticality comprises:

311: Receiving the indication indicating the current level
of criticality from the network node serving the wireless
device. The indication indicating the current level of
criticality may be received in response to a request from
the wireless device. The indication may comprise at
least one of an identifier of level of criticality, and an
amount of power by which the maximum output power
level s to be adjusted. Receiving an identifier of the level
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of'criticality is one example of an explicit mechanism for
receiving the indicator, according to embodiment A
described above. Alternatively, the indication may com-
prise at least one of warning information related to an
emergency situation, and a parameter controlling a radio
emission of the wireless device. In this case obtaining
the indication indicating the current level of criticality
also comprises determining the current level of critical-
ity based on the received indication. This is an example
of an implicit mechanism for indicating the level of
criticality, as described for embodiment B above. A
parameter controlling the radio emission of the wireless
device may e.g. be the NS parameter, which may implic-
itly indicate a level of criticality as already described.

The step 320 of adjusting the maximum output power level
comprises:

321: Selecting a configuration associated with the adjusted
maximum output power level reflective of the indicated
current level of criticality.

322: Applying the selected configuration for transmission.

In an alternative embodiment, obtaining the indication
indicating the current level of criticality may comprise receiv-
ing the indication indicating the current level of criticality
from a subscriber user interface of the wireless device. This is
also a kind of explicit mechanism for indicating the level of
criticality according to embodiment A.

Another implicit way of obtaining the indication may com-
prise determining the current level of criticality also based on
at least one of the following:

measurements performed by the wireless device;

an ongoing call;

a geographical location of the wireless device;

a frequency used for transmission;

a time of the day; and

apre-defined rule mapping an operation scenario to level of
criticality.

In one embodiment, the method further comprises receiv-
ing a permission to adjust the maximum output power level,
from the network node serving the wireless device, before
adjusting the maximum output power level.

FIG. 4a is a flow chart schematically illustrating a method
for enabling an adjustment of a maximum output power level
of'a wireless device based on a current level of criticality in
the system according to one embodiment corresponding to
the embodiment described with reference to FIG. 3a. The
method is implemented by a network node of a wireless
communication system serving the wireless device. The
method comprises:

410: Transmitting an indication to the wireless device, the
indication indicating the current level of criticality in the
system. The level of criticality entails the maximum
output power level of the wireless device to be adjusted.
That is, by transmitting the indication, the network node
enables the UE to adapt its output power to the level of
criticality of the operations scenario it is in.

The method may also optionally comprise the following,
corresponding to the embodiment described above with ref-
erence to FIG. 3c:

400: The initial step of receiving from the wireless device

a capability indicating that the wireless device is capable
of adjusting the maximum output power level based on
level of criticality in the system. The capability may be
received in response to a request from the network node.
The received capability may also be forwarded to
another network node, such as to a neighboring serving
node or to an O&M node. The transmission of the indi-
cation indicating the current level of criticality in the
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system may thus be based on the received capability.
Only UEs having the capability would thus be receiving
the indication of the level of criticality.

420: Performing radio operation tasks and/or network
management tasks related to the wireless device based
on the received capability. The radio operation tasks
and/or network management tasks may be performed
based also on at least one of a type of the system in which
the network node is operating; the current level of criti-
cality in the system; and a number of wireless devices
served by the network node and having indicated a capa-
bility of adjusting their respective maximum output
power level.

A wireless device 500 and a network node 550 are sche-
matically illustrated in the block diagram in FIG. 54, accord-
ing to one embodiment. The wireless device 500 is configured
to be used in a wireless communication system and to adjust
a maximum output power level of the wireless device. The
wireless device 500 comprises an interface 501 configured to
communicatively couple the wireless device 500 to the wire-
less communication system. The interface is typically a trans-
ceiver coupled via an antenna port to one or more receiving
and transmitting antennas. The wireless device also com-
prises a processing circuit 502. The processing circuit 502 is
configured to obtain an indication indicating a current level of
criticality in the system in which a network node serving the
wireless device is operating. The processing circuit 502 is
also configured to adjust the maximum output power level
based on the current level of criticality indicated by the
obtained indication. The processing circuit may be config-
ured to, via the interface 501, transmit a signal to the network
node serving the wireless device at a transmit power equal to
or below the adjusted maximum output power level.

In one embodiment, the processing circuit 502 may be
configured to select at least one radio requirement depending
on the current level of criticality indicated by the obtained
indication, and to transmit the signal via the interface at a
transmit power such that the selected at least one radio
requirement is met. Furthermore, the processing circuit 502
may be configured to transmit via the interface a capability
indicating that the wireless device is capable of adjusting the
maximum output power level based on level of criticality in
the system. The capability is transmitted to the network node
serving the wireless device.

In one embodiment, the processing circuit 502 may be
configured to adjust the maximum output power level by
selecting a configuration associated with the adjusted maxi-
mum output power level reflective of the indicated current
level of criticality, and applying the selected configuration for
transmission. Further, the processing circuit 502 may be con-
figured to obtain the indication indicating the current level of
criticality by receiving the indication indicating the current
level of criticality from the network node serving the wireless
device via the interface. Optionally, the processing circuit 502
may be configured to receive the indication indicating the
current level of criticality in response to a request from the
wireless device. Alternatively, the processing circuit may be
configured to obtain the indication indicating the current level
of criticality by receiving the indication indicating the current
level of criticality from a subscriber user interface of the
wireless device.

The indication indicating the current level of criticality
may comprise at least one of an identifier of level of critical-
ity, and an amount of power by which the maximum output
power level is to be adjusted. Alternatively, the indication
indicating the current level of criticality may comprise at least
one of warning information related to an emergency situation,
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and a parameter controlling a radio emission of the wireless
device. In this case the processing circuit 502 may be config-
ured to obtain the indication indicating the current level of
criticality by also determining the current level of criticality
based on the received indication.

Furthermore, the processing circuit 502 may be configured
to obtain the indication by determining the current level of
criticality based on at least one of measurements performed
by the wireless device; an ongoing call; a geographical loca-
tion of the wireless device; a frequency used for transmission;
atime of the day; and a pre-defined rule mapping an operation
scenario to level of criticality. In one embodiment, the pro-
cessing circuit 502 is further configured to receive a permis-
sion to adjust the maximum output power level, from the
network node serving the wireless device, before adjusting
the maximum output power level.

The network node 550 of the wireless communication sys-
tem is configured to serve the wireless device 500 and to
enable an adjustment of a maximum output power level of the
wireless device 500 based on a current level of criticality in
the system. The network node 550 comprises an interface 551
configured to communicatively couple the network node 550
to the wireless device 500, and a processing circuit 552 con-
figured to transmit an indication to the wireless device 500 via
the interface 551. The indication indicates the current level of
criticality in the system. The level of criticality entails the
maximum output power level of the wireless device 500 to be
adjusted.

The processing circuit 552 may be configured to receive
from the wireless device 500 via the interface 551, a capabil-
ity indicating that the wireless device is capable of adjusting
the maximum output power level based on alevel of criticality
in the system. The processing circuit 552 may also be con-
figured to transmit via the interface 551 the indication indi-
cating the current level of criticality in the system based on the
received capability. Further, the processing circuit 552 may
be configured to receive via the interface the capability in
response to a request from the network node. In one embodi-
ment, the processing circuit is configured to perform radio
operation tasks and/or network management tasks related to
the wireless device based on the received capability. The
processing circuit 552 may be configured to perform the radio
operation tasks and/or network management tasks based also
on at least one of a type of the system in which the network
node is operating, the current level of criticality in the system,
and a number of wireless devices served by the network node
and having indicated a capability of adjusting their respective
maximum output power level. The processing circuit 552
may also be configured to forward the received capability to
another network node.

In an alternative way to describe the embodiments in FIG.
5a, the network node 550 and the wireless device 500 com-
prise a Central Processing Unit (CPU) each which may be a
single unit or a plurality of units. Furthermore, the network
node 550 and the wireless device comprise at least one com-
puter program product (CPP) each in the form of a non-
volatile memory, e.g. an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable
Programmable Read-Only Memory), a flash memory or a
disk drive. The CPP comprises a computer program, which in
turn comprises code means which when run on the network
node 550 and the wireless device 500 respectively, causes the
CPU to perform steps of the procedure described earlier in
conjunction with FIGS. 3a-c and 4. In other words, when said
code means are run on the CPU, they correspond to the
processing circuits 552/502 in the network node 550 and the
wireless device 500 of FIG. 5a.
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An alternative illustration of the wireless device 500 and
the network node 550 is given in the block diagram in FIG. 55.

The above mentioned and described embodiments are only
given as examples and should not be limiting. Other solu-
tions, uses, objectives, and functions within the scope of the
accompanying patent claims may be possible.

In view of the above, those skilled in the art will readily
appreciate that one or more embodiments herein generally
include a method implemented by a wireless device for con-
trolling the total power with which the device transmits an
uplink signal in a wireless communication system. FIG. 6a
illustrates such a method.

As shown in FIG. 6a, processing according to the method
entails selecting, 610, from different defined configurations,
i.e., modes or effective power classes, associated with difter-
ent maximum transmit power levels, a configuration associ-
ated with a maximum transmit power level that is reflective of
a current criticality with which the device needs to commu-
nicate with the system and reflective of transmitter require-
ments specific to that criticality. The method then includes
applying 620 the selected configuration for transmitting the
uplink signal.

As used herein, the criticality with which the device needs
to communicate with the system may relate to the urgency of
such communication. For example, it may not be very critical
for the device to communicate with the system under normal
situations, but it may be very critical during an emergency
situation, where such a situation may specifically affect the
device’s user or more generally affect multiple users in the
system. This criticality may additionally or alternatively
relate to the importance of the communication’s content or
simply to the importance of maintaining the ability to com-
municate. For instance, under some circumstances it may be
very critical that the device maintain the current ability to
connect and otherwise communicate with the system. Indeed,
even if the device does not currently need to quickly commu-
nicate important information to the system, the device may
need to do so in the near future.

Because the criticality with which the device needs to
communicate varies over time, the device herein supports
multiple different configurations that are tailored for different
criticalities. In particular, different configurations of the
device set the maximum transmit power level to different
levels, where these levels reflect different potential criticali-
ties with which the device may need to communicate with the
system (e.g., at different times). Accordingly, the device
advantageously selects between the different configurations
supported in order to employ a maximum transmit power
level that reflects a current criticality with which the device
needs to communicate with the system. In general, the device
selects a configuration associated with a greater maximum
transmit power level the greater the criticality with which the
device needs to communicate with the system. In this regard,
different levels of criticality may be defined and associated by
the device with the different configurations.

At least one of the defined configurations may be associ-
ated with a nominal configuration that the device employs
under normal circumstances according to defined standards
or protocols of the device and/or system, where “normal”
here does not necessarily correspond to a normal or non-
emergency level of criticality. Selection of a configuration
reflective of the current criticality may therefore entail adjust-
ing the maximum transmit power level to deviate from a
nominal maximum transmit power level still below the physi-
cal maximum supported by the device.

Consider, for instance, one or more embodiments where
the device is nominally configured to communicate with a
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public safety system or network, e.g., a PSBB network. That
is, the criticality with which the device normally communi-
cates is relatively high, meaning that the device’s nominal
maximum transmit power is relatively high (e.g., 31 dBm).
But when the device hands over or otherwise connects to a
mobile or cellular communications system, the device may
select a configuration associated with a maximum transmit
power level (e.g., 24 dBm) that is reflective of a lesser criti-
cality with which the device needs to communicate. In doing
so, the device effectively adjusts the maximum transmit
power to deviate from the relatively high nominal level.

By contrast, consider one or more other embodiments
where the device is normally configured to communicate with
a mobile or cellular communications system. That is, the
criticality with which the device normally communicates is
relatively low, meaning that the device’s nominal maximum
transmit power level is relatively low (e.g., 21 dBm). Despite
this nominal level being relatively low, the device’s physical
maximum transmit power level may be higher (e.g., 24 dBm),
as is the case for example where the device is capable of UL
MIMO. Accordingly, when the criticality with which the
device needs to communicate increases, e.g., when the device
needs to communicate with urgency, needs to communicate
important information, or needs to maintain the ability to
communicate, the device may select a configuration associ-
ated with a maximum transmit power level (e.g., 24 dBm) that
is reflective of a higher criticality. In doing so, the device
effectively adjusts the maximum transmit power to deviate
from the relatively low nominal level.

Notably, in at least some embodiments, the different con-
figurations of the device are not only reflective of different
potential criticalities with which the device may need to com-
municate with the system, but they are also reflective of
transmitter requirements specific to a corresponding critical-
ity. That is, depending on the criticality associated with a
configuration, that configuration may impose different trans-
mitter requirements on the device, including for instance
different emissions requirements, e.g., ACLR, SEM, or SAR
thresholds. In this way, the different configurations may pri-
oritize the transmitter requirements differently in relation to
the criticality with which the device needs to communicate.
For example, a configuration associated with a relatively high
criticality may impose some transmitter requirements, e.g., a
SAR threshold, or ACLR threshold, that are more relaxed
than corresponding requirements imposed by a configuration
associated with a relatively low criticality.

Regardless, the device’s selection and application of a
configuration may be performed responsive to obtaining an
indication of the criticality with which the device is to com-
municate, or an indication related to a configuration to be
selected, as described above. In some embodiments, for
example, the device’s selection and application of a configu-
ration may be performed autonomously based upon the
device’s recognition of its criticality for communication. This
recognition may be based, for instance, on receiving control
signaling from the system indicating a criticality level appli-
cable for a plurality of devices, e.g., within a cell or the entire
system, or on receiving input from a user of the device.
Alternatively, the device’s selection and application of a con-
figuration may be performed in accordance with a selection
control command received from the system. This control
command may be received responsive to sending the system
a request for operation in a particular configuration. Corre-
spondingly, one or more embodiments herein include coun-
terpart processing in a network node for performing the above
mentioned control signaling.
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Still other embodiments herein focus on a network node
controlling radio operation and/or network management
based on the capability of one or more devices in the system
to select a configuration, or based on actual application of
such a configuration, as described above. FIG. 65 illustrates
such processing.

As shown in FIG. 6b, processing at the network node
entails receiving control signaling indicating that one or more
wireless devices are each capable of selecting or have already
selected, from different configurations associated with differ-
ent maximum power levels, a configuration associated with a
maximum power level that is reflective of a current criticality
with which the device needs to communicate with the system
and reflective of transmitter requirements specific to that criti-
cality. This control signaling may be received from the wire-
less devices themselves, or from another network node. For
instance, where the network node is a base station (NodeB or
eNodeB) or base station controller (e.g., RNC), the network
node may receive the control signaling from another base
station or base station controller.

Regardless, processing at the network node further
includes controlling radio operation or network management
based on the received control signaling. Radio operation con-
trol may entail for instance controlling device admission to
the system, controlling device handover between base sta-
tions in the system, controlling load balancing, and/or con-
trolling the type of receiver with which base stations in the
system receive communications from the devices, as
described above.

FIG. 7a below depicts an exemplary wireless device 700
operative to perform the processing shown in FIG. 6a for
controlling the total power with which the device transmit an
uplink signal in a wireless communication system. As shown
in FIG. 7a, the device 700 includes one or more interfaces 702
and one or more transmitter (1X) processing circuits 701. The
device 700 may further include additional processing circuits
not shown. The one or more interfaces 702 are configured to
communicatively couple the wireless device to the wireless
communication system, e.g., to one or more base stations via
an air interface.

The one or more transmitter processing circuits 701 are
configured to carry out the processing shown in FIG. 6a. The
processing circuits 701 may functionally include a configu-
ration selector 703 and a configuration application circuit
704. The configuration selector 703 is configured to select,
from different defined configurations or modes associated
with different maximum transmit power levels, a configura-
tion associated with a maximum transmit power level that is
reflective of a current criticality with which the device needs
to communicate with the system and reflective of transmitter
requirements specific to that criticality. The configuration
application circuit 704 is configured to then apply the selected
configuration for transmitting the uplink signal.

Those skilled in the art will of course appreciate that the
above figure is simply an example, and that the depicted
circuits may be realized, implemented, or otherwise config-
ured within the node, based upon the execution of computer
program instructions stored in memory or within another
computer readable medium in the entity.

Similarly, FIG. 76 depicts an exemplary network node 750
operative to perform the processing shown in FIG. 65 for
controlling radio operation and/or network management. As
shown in FIG. 74, the node 750 includes one or more inter-
faces 752 and one or more processing circuits 751. The node
750 may further include additional processing circuits not
shown. The one or more interfaces 752 are configured to
communicatively couple the network node 750 to the wireless
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communication system, e.g., to one or more other network
nodes via a network interface and/or to one or more wireless
devices via an air interface.

The one or more processing circuits 751 are configured to
carry out the processing shown in FIG. 65. The processing
circuits 751 may functionally include a signaling circuit 753
and a controller 754. The signaling circuit 753 is configured
to receive control signaling indicating that one or more wire-
less devices are each capable of selecting or have already
selected, from different configurations associated with differ-
ent maximum power levels, a configuration associated with a
maximum power level that is reflective of a current criticality
with which the device needs to communicate with the system
and reflective of transmitter requirements specific to that criti-
cality. The controller 754 is then configured to control radio
operation or network management based on the received con-
trol signaling.

Again, those skilled in the art will of course appreciate that
the above figure is simply an example, and that the depicted
circuits may be realized, implemented, or otherwise config-
ured within the node, based upon the execution of computer
program instructions stored in memory or within another
computer readable medium in the entity.

ABBREVIATIONS

3GPP 3rd Generation Partnership Project

ACLR Adjacent Channel [eakage Ratio

ACS Adjacent Channel Selectivity

A-MPR Additional MPR

BS Base Station

CA Carrier aggregation

CC Component Carrier

CLTD Closed Loop Transmit Diversity

CN Core Network

CoMP Coordinated Multiple Point Transmission and Recep-
tion

EDGE Enhanced Data rates for Global Evolution
EMF Electro Magnetic Field

eNodeB evolved NodeB

E-SMLC Evolved SMLC

E-UTRAN Evolved UTRAN

FDD Frequency Division Duplex

GERAN GSM EDGE Radio Access Network
GSM Global System for Mobile communications
HD-FDD Half Duplex—Frequency Division Duplex
HSDPA High speed downlink packet access
HSPA High speed packet access

LPP LTE positioning protocol

LPPa LTE positioning protocol annex

LTE Long-Term Evolution

MDT Minimization of drive test

MIMO Multiple Input Multiple Output
MMSE-IRC Minimum Mean Square Error Interference
Rejection Combining

MOP Maximum output power

MPR Maximum power reduction

MSR Multi-standard radio

O&M Operation and Maintenance

OLBF Open Loop Beam-Forming

OOB Out of band

OSS Operational Support Systems

PA Power amplifier

P-MPR Power management MPR

PRACH Physical random access channel

PSBB Public Safety broadband

RA Random access
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RACH Random access channel
RAT Radio Access Technology
RF Radio Frequency
RN Relay node
RNC Radio Network Controller
RRC Radio Resource Control
SAR Specific Absorption Rate
SEM Spectrum Emission Mask
SMLC Serving Mobile Location Center
SON Self Organizing Network
TDD Time Division Duplex
UE User Equipment
UMTS Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
UTRAN Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network
WCDMA Wide band code division multiple access

The invention claimed is:

1. A method, implemented by a wireless device in a wire-
less communication system, for adjusting a maximum output
power level of the wireless device, the method comprising:

obtaining an indication indicating a current level of criti-

cality in the system in which a network node serving the
wireless device is operating;

adjusting the maximum output power level based on the

current level of criticality indicated by the obtained indi-
cation; and

transmitting a signal to the network node serving the wire-

less device at a transmit power equal to or below the
adjusted maximum output power level.

2. The method of claim 1:

further comprising selecting at least one radio requirement

depending on the current level of criticality indicated by
the obtained indication;

wherein the signal is transmitted at a transmit power such

that the selected at least one radio requirement is met.

3. The method of claim 1:

further comprising transmitting a capability indicating that

the wireless device is capable of adjusting the maximum
output power level based on level of criticality in the
system,

wherein the capability is transmitted to the network node

serving the wireless device.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the adjusting the maxi-
mum output power level comprises:

selecting a configuration associated with the adjusted

maximum output power level reflective of the indicated
current level of criticality; and

applying the selected configuration for transmission.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining the indi-
cation indicating the current level of criticality comprises
receiving the indication indicating the current level of criti-
cality from the network node serving the wireless device.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the indication indicating
the current level of criticality is received in response to a
request from the wireless device.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the indication indicating
the current level of criticality comprises at least one of:

an identifier of level of criticality, and

an amount of power by which the maximum output power

level is to be adjusted.

8. The method of claim 5:

wherein the indication indicating the current level of criti-

cality comprises at least one of:

warning information related to an emergency situation;
and

a parameter controlling a radio emission of the wireless
device;
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wherein the obtaining the indication indicating the current
level of criticality also comprises determining the cur-
rent level of criticality based on the received indication.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining the indi-
cation indicating the current level of criticality comprises
receiving the indication indicating the current level of criti-
cality from a subscriber user interface of the wireless device.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining the
indication comprises determining the current level of critical-
ity based on at least one of:

measurements performed by the wireless device;

an ongoing call;

a geographical location of the wireless device;

a frequency used for transmission;

a time of the day; and

apre-defined rule mapping an operation scenario to level of

criticality.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a
permission to adjust the maximum output power level, from
the network node serving the wireless device, before adjust-
ing the maximum output power level.

12. A method, implemented by a network node of a wire-
less communication system serving a wireless device, for
enabling an adjustment of a maximum output power level of
the wireless device based on a current level of criticality in the
system, the method comprising:

transmitting an indication to the wireless device, the indi-

cation indicating the current level of criticality in the
system,

receiving, from the wireless device, a capability indicating

that the wireless device is capable of adjusting the maxi-
mum output power level based on a level of criticality in
the system;

performing radio operation tasks and/or network manage-

ment tasks related to the wireless device based on the
received capability;

wherein the radio operation tasks and/or network manage-

ment tasks are performed based also on at least one of the

following:

a type of the system in which the network node is oper-
ating;

the current level of criticality in the system; and

anumber of wireless devices served by the network node
and having indicated a capability of adjusting their
respective maximum output power level; and

wherein the level of criticality causes the maximum output

power level of the wireless device to be adjusted.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the indication indi-
cating the current level of criticality in the system is transmit-
ted based on the received capability.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the capability is
received in response to a request from the network node.

15. The method of claim 12, further comprising forwarding
the received capability to another network node.

16. A wireless device configured to be used in a wireless
communication system and to adjust a maximum output
power level of the wireless device, the wireless device com-
prising:

an interface configured to communicatively couple the

wireless device to the wireless communication system;
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a processing circuit, wherein the processing circuit is con-
figured to:
obtain an indication indicating a current level of critical-
ity in the system in which a network node serving the
wireless device is operating; and
adjust the maximum output power level based on the
current level of criticality indicated by the obtained
indication; and
transmit, via the interface, a signal to the network node
serving the wireless device at a transmit power equal
to or below the adjusted maximum output power
level.
17. The wireless device of claim 16, wherein the process-
ing circuit is configured to:
select at least one radio requirement based on the current
level of criticality indicated by the obtained indication;

transmit the signal, via the interface, at a transmit power
such that the selected at least one radio requirement is
met.
18. The wireless device of claim 16:
wherein the processing circuit is configured to transmit, via
the interface, a capability indicating that the wireless
device is capable of adjusting the maximum output
power level based on level of criticality in the system;

wherein the capability is transmitted to the network node
serving the wireless device.

19. A network node of a wireless communication system
configured to serve a wireless device and to enable an adjust-
ment of a maximum output power level of the wireless device
based on a current level of criticality in the system, the net-
work node comprising:

an interface configured to communicatively couple the net-

work node to the wireless device;

a processing circuit configured to:

transmit, via the interface, an indication to the wireless
device, the indication indicating the current level of
criticality in the system; and
receive, from the wireless device, a capability indicating
that the wireless device is capable of adjusting the
maximum output power level based on a level of
criticality in the system; and
perform radio operation tasks and/or network manage-
ment tasks related to the wireless device based on the
received capability;
wherein the radio operation tasks and/or network man-
agement tasks are performed based also on at least
one of the following:
a type of the system in which the network node is
operating;
the current level of criticality in the system; and
a number of wireless devices served by the network
node and having indicated a capability of adjusting
their respective maximum output power level; and
wherein the level of criticality causes the maximum
output power level of the wireless device to be
adjusted.

20. The network node of claim 19, wherein the processing
circuit is configured to transmit, via the interface, the indica-
tion indicating the current level of criticality in the system
based on the received capability.
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